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to bed, and, it appears, seldom if ever to take off his clothes.
Along with Basedow and Goethe for part of the time on this
holiday was the saintly ' physiognomist * of Zurich, Johann
Kaspar Lavater, Goethe's classical humanism, Basedow's
naturalism, Lavater's scientific (or half-scientific) theories of
the connexion between physiognomy and character, made of
that summer holiday a stimulating, if somewhat disturbing,
element in the cultural homes of the rich Rhineland bourgeoisie.
Pestalozzi's school or schools (he had several, one after the
other, and never succeeded in establishing any one perman-
ently) attracted much attention all over that small eighteenth-
century ' Europe * where all literary people knew each other,
discussed the latest thing, and exchanged views. His * system/
after all, was simple enough; he was doing what all the teachers
of the lycees and Gymnasien were equally trying to do; but
Pestalozzi had started fresh, thinking out his method for him-
self, outside the traditional system and routine of the existing
high schools. His method was to instruct the pupils very
gradually, by carefully adapted stages, so that the pupils should
arrive without fatigue and without perplexity at advanced
results. Sympathetic, patient, thoughtful, in many respects
childlike himself, Pestalozzi merely applied a better child
psychology to his teaching than did the traditional schools. He
was a private schoolmaster, in charge of his own school, and
therefore had the advantage of not being involved in an already
developed and established system. Madame de Stael wrote:
What tires children is to make them leap the intermediaries, to
make them advance without knowing what they believe they have
already learned. This fills their head with a sort of confusion which
makes all examination repellent, and inspires them with an in-
vincible dislike for work. There are none of these inconveniences
with Pestalozzi. The children have pleasure in their studies; not
that it is play to them, for that only puts ennui into pleasure and
frivolity into study; but because from early yeais they experience
the pleasure of educated men—the pleasure of knowing, oader-
standing, and of going to the end of the tasks which they are set
The method of Pestalozzi, like all that is truly good, is not m

